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Report from Matansas — Enteric fever and scarlet fever — Detention of 
steamship Tiger from Tarnpico. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Nunez reports, May 24 and 30, as follows: 

Week ended May 21, 1904: Four bills of health issued to vessels 
leaving this port for the United States. 

The Norwegian steamship Tiger, orginally from Tampico, Mex. 
which cleared for a port in the United States, via Cardenas, Cuba, on 
May 17, was held in quarantine while she remained in this harbor 
because of coming from a port infected with yellow fever. Up to the 
time this vessel departed from here no sickness had occurred on 
board. 

' The epidemic of scarlet fever, of which mention is made in my pre- 
vious reports, has been kept very well under control through the 
prophylactic measures that are being enforced. There has been but 
one new case reported and no deaths since last week. Every patient 
is being subjected to a period of detention and observation of not less 
than forty days before being discharged and allowed to go about, 
especially in the case of children resuming school duties. The infected 
clothes in some instances have been disinfected by soaking in a 10 
per cent solution of carbolic acid and then by steam at the shore dis- 
infecting plant, and in other cases by boiling in water for half an hour 
before being sent to the wash. Curtains, also soaked in a 10 per cent 
solution of carbolic acid, are placed covering the opening of every 
door and window communicating with the room occupied by the patient. 

The attending physicians are required, under penalty, to change 
their clothing after visiting a patient with scarlet fever and before 
having communication with other cases of a different character, so as 
to avoid conveying the infection and the dissemination of the disease. 
Every infected house is closely policed by permanent guards to cut 
off all communications, and the prospects are that by persevering 
with the same proceedings the epidemic will soon be stamped out from 
this city. 

Two deaths from enteric fever have also been reported during the 
week, as will be noted in the accompanying mortuary report. Noth- 
ing as yet has been ascertained as to the origin of the prevailing cases 
of enteric fever. The result of the examination of the water supply 
has not been reported yet to the sanitary authorities of this city. 

Mortuary statistics of the city of Matanzas, May 10 to SO, 1904. 



Causes of death. 



Fever, enteric 

Meningitis 

Senility 

Persistence of foramen ovale 

Arterio-sclerosis 

Tuberculosis 

Lesion of heart, organic (unqualified) 

Occlusion, intestinal 

Enteritis 

Tetanus, infantile 

Softening, cerebral 

Bronchitis 

Bright's disease 

Total 



Num > er ! Bertillon 
deaths. '<■ number - 



1 
61 
154 
150 
150 
81 
79 
108 
105 
72 
Co 
90 
120 



Estimated population, 48,000; annual average of mortality per 1,000, 18.25. 



